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Abstract

: Following the announcement of Covid-19 as a pandemic. High
authorities of world health systems including the Minister of Health in Iran shared
their findings and achievements with public through media. The present qualitative
study aimed at analyzing the news reports of the minister of Health on Covid-19
focusing on word collocation and discourse and communicative strategies.

: This review study was conducted on news reports released
from December 11, 2019 till January 20, 2021 (end of the third rise) on Mehr News
Agency. The extracted data were chronologically ordered in 316 reports (155800).
Then the frequency of the related expressions was checked. The themes were
extracted in following six steps using Clark and Braun Model (2013): familiarity
with data, encoding, searching the themes, reviewing the themes, introducing and
naming the themes, and finally rounding out and writing the final analysis.

: The concepts were put in nine categories: clarifying the duties of the Health
Ministry, assignment for people, uniting the public forces, hope creation, focusing
on the ideological foundations, expressing virtual education methods, using
metaphors, expressing international dimensions, and using emotional devices.

: The extracted concepts show the efforts of the Iranian Corona National
Headquarters to clarify the issue, attract the public cooperation and accompaniment.
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Introduction

Covid-19 pandemic influenced the life all over
the world for more than two years. During the
pandemic, mortality rate was being reported every
day and there existed persistent worries of new
waves of the disease and new mutated species. The
disease started in Wuhan, China and in a short span
of time it spread to almost all over the world. Very
soon and on March 11, 2020, WHO announced the
condition as a pandemic? Following that, scientist
started to take some attempts to treat and/or prevent
the disease, and high authorities of health system in
Iran, also, shared their findings and achievements
with public through media. During Covid-19
pandemic, Iranian high rank authorities of health
system informed the public of the results of their
efforts through media. The linguistic investigation
of these reports were highly important as well as
scientifically beneficial. Consequently, in the
present study and in a quite creative measure, a wide
expansion of the reports related to the corona in the
first year of release in Iran was selected, and
focusing on collocation and communicative
strategies of the reported texts, the investigation was
conducted on the statements of the Minister of
Health on Covid-19 to analyze the news reports.
Some expressions and words play a dominant role
in all news reports on Covid-19. This can be due to
their common thematic concept which is about
Covid-19, suggested strategies, and health and legal
requirements such as transportation limitation and
the measures that were taken; however, the present
study focuses on the collocational words and
expressions and the message that the spokesperson
of the Iranian Ministry of Health and Medical
Education was trying to convey through this
collocation.

Methodology

The present study with the ethical code of
IR.IAU.ZAH.REC.1401.028 was designed aiming
to investigate news reports of the Ministry of Health
and Medical Education on different rises of corona
virus relying on written discourse analysis in the
framework of critical discourse analysis. Following
preliminary review of the papers related to linguistic
analyses of Covid-19 and other previous pandemics
(e.g. Mors, SARS, and Ebola), a thematic
framework was selected to review and analyze the
news reports on Covid-19 in Iran. To conduct the
Thematic Analysis in the Clark and Braun Model
(2013), six steps are suggested: familiarity with
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data, coding, searching the themes, reviewing the
themes, introducing and naming the themes, and
finally rounding out and writing the final analysis.
Then all official reports and news of Corona
National Headquarters which had been announced
to the public by the Minister of Health and Medical
Education were analyzed, and finally the news
reports by the Minister of Health as the highest rank
state authority were collected.

The written news reports were copied and pasted
in a WORD file and ordered chronologically after
ensuring its definite relation to the research topic.
All texts were in a definite format containing such
items as date, time, title, news lead, text and finally
news code as the reference. The final WORD file
included 316 news texts which totally contained
155800 words. These news reports were carefully
collected in a time interval from December 11, 2019
when the first rumors were heard of an unknown
disease similar to the influenza till January 20, 2021
which was the beginning of the discussion about
vaccines in Iran and in the world.

In the beginning, a list of the words which were
in some ways or others related to the corona was
prepared. Then the words which had the highest rate
of collocation with Covid-19 or Corona Virus were
extracted. Afterwards, the frequency of each of them
was searched and recorded. Next, the words were
studied according to the context in which they were
used. To do so, the words preceding and following
the considered head word were studied. This can be
attributed to the linguistic structural features of
Persian language. Unlike a language like English in
which the describing words mostly occur before the
modified noun and they are easy to realize and find
them, in Persian, adjectives, adjective phrases or
adjective clauses which play a modifying function
occur in different positions of the modified word so
the grammatical and lexical relations between words
cannot be as easily recognized. As many of the
thematic concepts do not occur next to the head
word although they have a collocation relationship
with that specified headword, the existing related
software programs are not qualified enough to be
used to investigate the words in terms of collocation
relations. So Clark and Braun Model was preferred
to classify and extract the concepts. Most of the
collected expressions and words were classified in 9
main categories which show different features of the
virus and Covid-19 as follow: prevalence, fighting,
transmission, mortality, pathogenesis, diagnosis,
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mutation, virus origin, and virus species.
Afterwards, by studying the content of the news
report corpus and based on search of the word
“virus”, a list of adjectives and adjective phrases
which were applied to modify the Corona virus was
collected.

Results

In the present study, a total of 316 reports were
selected and copied from Mehr News Agency and
pasted in a WORD file which underwent the analysis.
Then the concepts were analyzed, and important and
key expressions were investigated and their frequency
was checked. Following that, the strategies used by
the Minister of Health and Medical Education to
express the disease crisis to different audience
throughout the country were classified in 9 main and
23 sub-main categories. Of the main strategies of the
Ministry of Health in confrontation with this disease
is that the Minister of Health tended to show some
practical strategies in his speech during the pandemic
while informing the public of the threat of the virus
and reminding the public of some of the advice.
Moreover, some practically preventive measures were
taken to confront the disease and the pathogenic
factors in the country; for instance, traditional and
face to face classes were transferred to the virtual
environment which, in the beginning, did not seem to
be practical on the public viewpoints, but the Ministry
of Health tried to shift both public and school
education to this virtual fashion, so they dedicated a
part of their reports to this important issue. One of the
principles which despite the warnings is constantly
used when confronting crises is hope creation and
bringing up and bolding the positive aspects of the
efforts and the achievements which can, in turn, bring
about reliance and spread hope all over the society of
which several examples can be seen. Another strategy
used in these texts is the emphasis on ideological
foundations in two categories of revolutionary and
religious principles which cannot be always separated
from each other as their roots may be the same. One
of these methods is the application of emotional
instruments in creation of unanimity and attunement
which are intended by the authorities.

Conclusion

In the present study, the released news reports based
on the statements of the Iranian Minister of Health and
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Medical Education about Covid-19 were analyzed
focusing on word and expression collocations and the
Minister’s communicative strategies. The thematic
concepts which were extracted and collected from the
statements of the Minister of Health reveal his efforts
to express the unfamiliarity of the virus, to clarify the
issue to the audience, to attract the cooperation of
general people, and to harmonize and direct the public
in the confrontation with the spread of the disease. All
of the words and expressions about Covid-19 which
were collected from the news reports released by the
Ministry of Health fall in 9 main categories which
show different characteristics of the virus and Covid-
19 as follow: prevalence, fight, transmission,
mortality, pathogenicity, identification, mutation,
virus origin, and virus species.

A large portion of the speech of the Minister of Health
was made up of adjectives and modifying expressions
which mainly focused on unfamiliarity of the virus
(unknown, very complicated, unexpected, having a
thousand faces, and nested with a hundred thousand
faces), unpredictable behaviors of the virus and being
jinx (jinx, uninvited guest, and not worthy of its
ancestors), frightening (heartbreak, heart-rending,
wilder and indomitable, disaster, and disastrous
storm). Some of these metaphors include nested with
a hundred thousands of faces, disastrous storm,
camel-cow-leopard, uninvited guest, it is not joking,
it has no compliments, it has become the flavor of
Iranian life, we hear the voice of corona from behind
the boarders, moving bomb, it is a camel-cow-leopard
disease that can kick like a camel, gore like a cow, and
bite like a leopard. Ministry of Health and Medical
Education tends to take some steps beyond just
metaphoric use of words and expressions, but they
intended to recall the war memories, so in this new
corona condition, there is a similar serious threat and
this virus is even more widespread in terms of its
impact, and creeping and silent moving.
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